in zoonotic infections and in relation to immunity in the vertebrate and invertebrate hosts. The systematics of both snail and trematode remain in a confused state. There are three chapters on the disease in man, and a single chapter on the control of the infection by combined operations on the human population and on the environment. Animal schistosomiasis must also be controlled because of the losses suffered by livestock. What amounts to a technical appendix is placed in the middle of the book: diagnostic methods of all types are briefly described, and the laboratory procedures for bilharzial research are summarized. Each chapter is accompanied by an extensive and comprehensive bibliography, and there are 65 excellent diagrams and photographs. P C C GARNHAM Calcium and the Heart edited by P Harris and L Opie pp 198 illustrated £2 London & New York: Academic Press 1971 The editors are to be congratulated on the production of this excellent outline of current views on the relationship between calcium ions and myocardial contraction. The book documents the proceedings of a meeting held at the Institute of Cardiology in London on 6 September, 1970 . The text is clearly produced and well illustrated. The detailed bibliography provides a useful way of bringing oneself up to date with the recent advances in this field.
The international panel of contributors includes many leading authorities on the subject. As an introduction, Robert E Olson from St Louis University reviews the fundamental relation between calcium ions and the contractile process, including the discovery of the 'relaxing factor' and its identification with the sarcoplasmic reticulum. Winifred Nayler, from the Baker Medical Research Institute in Melbourne, describes her elegant studies with lanthanum hydroxide which demonstrate the distribution of calcium ions in relation to the cell surface. Arnold Schwartz, from Houston, describes the application of photometric techniques to the study of the rapid changes in concentration of calcium ions, and W Kubler, from Dusseldorf, analyses the part played by mitochondria in the process. Arnold Katz, of Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, describes the relationship between calcium studies and the process of contraction in the myocardium. Finally, A Fleckenstein, of the University of Freiburg, describes the effects of drugs on the process, and elegantly explains the action of prenylamine and verapamil as specific antagonists ofcalcium action.
Although there remain a number of unanswered questions, such as the explanation of the effects of digitalis alkaloids on contractility, and the mechanism by which calcium ions may produce an increase in the velocity of contraction, the symposium shows how much our knowledge of these fundamental aspects of myocardial behaviour has increased in recent years.
JOHN HAMER
Chronic Inflammation ofthe Bronchi edited by W T Ulmer pp xi+574 illustrated sFr/DM160 $38 40 £16-85 Basel &c.: S Karger 1971 Chichester: John Wiley This book is one of a series entitled 'Progress in Respiration Research'; it contains the proceedings of a meeting held in December 1969 at Bochum which was devoted to the general topic of chronic bronchitis. It does not contain any connected account of this disorder but consists of 72 papers in English, French and German, contributed by authors from all parts of Europe, on a wide variety of the clinical, functional and pathological manifestations of chronic airways obstruction. Inevitably the contents of such a book vary greatly in interest and quality. Some of the papers, such as two which deal with bronchial secretion, are full of interest and are beautifully illustrated with pictures taken with the scanning electron microscope. Others, especially those dealing with lung function, cover ground which is fairly familiar already or can only be interesting to experts in this field. Others again have little to do with chronic bronchitis directly, such as the interesting short paper on the survival of pulmonary homotransplants in man. In short, this book and others like it may be interesting as a source book to those engaged in research but it is not likelyto be useful to the practising physician. Those clinical teachers who have difficulty in recommending books on obstetrics and gynecology to students will be more than agreeably surprised by this volume. The choice too often lies between an inadequate paperback and a heavy academic text. The authors have given, in 600 pages divided into 50 fairly short chapters, a brilliant account of modem reproductive physiology and contemporary clinical practice. A stimulating approach emphasizes that the patient is an individual. Thus there are chapters on psychology and life periods in women; sexual response and premenstrual tension; pediatric gynecology; the care of the infant during pregnancy, labour and after delivery. Too many students appear for final examinations without being able to palpate the pregnant abdomen. A whole chapter is devoted to this. Obstetrics and gynecology are completely integrated and, for example, puerperal sepsis and other genital tract infections are considered together. The management of the menopause is up to date and emphasis is given to the place ofaestrogens.
The authors have clearly taken great pains with the English style, which is a model of lucidity. Sentences do not have to be read twice to be understood. The paper, printing and layout are superb and the diagrams of a high standard.
Of course, one can find faults. Willett forceps are not often used in treating placenta prmvia and it is doubtful if bleeding from the marginal placental sinus is a clinical entity. At least, most British anatomists cannot demonstrate a marginal sinus to the placenta. More space should be given to ultrasonics. Some professors will be chary of suggesting an American text, but their students should enjoy this book very much. Teachers, at least, will find it valuable for preparing tutorials. The new edition of 'Clinical Urography' is very welcome. For those who do not know the book it is worth emphasizing that it covers every facet of the radiological examination of the whole of the urinary tract, with comments also on the clinical findings, pathology and often treatment. There are now three volumes, with more than 2,600 illustrations which fill about three-quarters of the pages, fully justifying the subtitle 'Atlas and Textbook of Roentgen Diagnosis'. The quality of the illustrations is almost uniformly excellent. As before, the text is lucid and a pleasure to read. There is an attractive absence of dogmatism. On controversial subjects, such as bladder neck obstruction or vesicoureteric reflux, the evidence is presented succinctly and the reader is left to make up his own mind. Important articles are discussed in the text and there is always an ample bibliography.
Although Dr Emmett has been joined as co-author by Dr Witten, who has been his radiological colleague at the Mayo Clinic, the book is still presented primarily as a text for urologists. Of the thirty authors of special sections only four are radiologists; for this reason radiologists may find some sections unsatisfactory. The strong clinical orientation of the book is, however, part of its strength. Radiological textbooks tend to describe X-ray appearances and techniques without reference to the clinical setting. The combination of distinguished urologist and uroradiologist working together has produced a text which puts X-ray examinations into perspective and can therefore be recommended to both radiologists and urologists. There is something in it for everyone, those in training as well as their senior colleagues. There is, for instance, a valuable section containing many illustrations of normal variations in the appearances of the calyces, pelves and ureters. At the same time, this is a book to which one can turn when presented with uncommon problems, such as brucellosis of the kidney or the use ofradiology in the study of intersex.
Everyone will find some things with which to disagree in a book of this type. My only serious objection is to the persistent emphasis on retrograde pyelography. Even the advent of Dr Witten as co-author has not allowed the rapid advances in the accuracy and potential of excretion urography to be fully digested. In some chapters retrograde examinations still provide nearly all the illustrations and are discussed in the text in situations where excretion urography would be much more suitable. Other chapters give full weight to the information that can be obtained from adequate excretion urography.
Such comments should not be allowed to detract from the value of the book. Radiological and urological libraries will want to have it. The cost is high, but cannot be considered excessive in view of the quality of the production, particularly of the illustrations. It is trivial when set against the expense of obtaining adequate X-rays and the dangers of investigations which may prove ineffective due to misinterpretation. Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1971 Aldosterone was described nearly twenty years ago and an enormous fund of knowledge has accumulated about its actions and the pathophysiology of excessive aldosterone secretion. This book provides an excellent reference review of the subject. It begins with an interesting and detailed historical survey and then deals with the methodology involved in aldosterone assays. No attempt is made to compare technical details, but the majority of important techniques are reviewed and the results of production rate and urinary excretion measurements by different workers are
